Turkey, with its advantageous geographical position, surrounded by the large water bodies and inland waters has a great potential to enlarge its share in the fishery market in the world. According to statistics, Turkey ranked as 29 th country contributing to world fish supply, but the future projections of the fishery sector indicate that the sector will maintain its promising development in the future. For that reason, strategic thinking and management is needed to develop for Turkish fishery sector in the future. To explore the strengths and weaknesses, and threats and opportunities of the fishery sector we made a SWOT analysis by organizing views to their business. On the other side, interviews were made with the academicians studying in this field. Through primary and secondary data we prepared a swot analysis with a systematic approach to scrutinize the sector. Based on the results, the main strengths and opportunities of the sector are rich product variety, closeness to fishing grounds and good infrastructure, positive image of Turkish products in the Middle East and Europe, increasing fishing demand in the world, potential to enter close markets, especially to neighbour countries, diversification opportunities for aquaculture; leisure and tourism, potential to develop a greater range of products. On the weaknesses and threats side marketing problems, low educational level of farmers and workers, financial difficulties, environmental pollution, decreasing fish populations, high energy costs are determined by the practitioners and the academicians.
Introduction
The fishery sector plays a key role in food security and economy for both producers and consumers who have the opportunity to have high-quality animal protein with affordable prices.
According to the State of Fisheries and Aquaculture 2010 report prepared by FAO, annual per capita fish consumption in the world has a rising trend over years, an average of 9.9 kg in the 1960s, 11.5 kg in the 1970s, 12.6 kg in the 1980s, 14.4 kg in the 1990s and reached 17.0 kg in 2007. For the period of 2008-09, the average world apparent per capita fish consumption was stable, at about 17 kg/year, and slightly increased in 2010 due to growing demand. Fish prices also have been on the rise in domestic markets as well as in export markets. The FAO Fish Price Index indicates that current fish prices, on average, are higher than ever, in particular for farmed fish (OECD/FAO, 2011).
On the supply side, total and per capita fish food supplies have expanded significantly in the last five decades, and total food fish supply has increased at an annual rate of 3.1 percent since 1961, while the world population has increased by 1.7 percent per year in the same period (FAO, 2010 Table 2 ) shows that fishery sector will remain as a promising sector in the future. Production will increase by both aquaculture and capture fisheries, besides consumption shows a tendency to rise year by year. Turkey, as a peninsula, with its geostrategically advantageous position in the world, has to widen its share in this market. To reach its 2023 macro economic targets, fishery sector can be a strategic sector and profitable in the long term. In this study we are going to analyze Turkish fishery industry by using SWOT analysis to explore the current constraints and future possibilities of the sector to provide information to policy makers for future developments.
Literature Review
SWOT, is an acronym from its principal components: Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Threats (Glaister & Falshaw, 1999) . In itself, SWOT is not an analysis but, as a tool, it can aid in effectively performing a broad analysis (Duarte, et al., 2006) . In strategic planning categorizing issues into strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats is one of the most respected and prevalent tools (Glaister and Falshaw, 1999) .
